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20th March 2020 
Dear parent/carer, 
 
I am writing to provide you with an update of our plans for the Coronavirus. As a 
school we are now in the advanced stages of planning for an enforced closure by the 
Government and as such the school will be closed for a vast majority of pupils from 
Monday 23rd March 2020. 
 
This morning we have received further guidance from the Department of Education 
on how we maintain education provision following the announcement earlier this week 
that schools will close.  
 
You can access the parent guide here - 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-
information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-
parents-and-carers 
 
Thank you to all those who completed the on-line survey regarding Key workers and 
Free School Meals.  It has given us an indication of those pupils who require 
childcare – please now complete and return the Key Worker form.  We now have 
clarification from the government as to those who require childcare at school during 
this time. The government has asked that wherever possible parents are to keep 
their children at home, and that schools remain open for those who absolutely 
need it. The fewer children who attend the lower the risk of infecting the most 
vulnerable in our society.   
 
Parents whose work is critical to the COVID-19 response include those who 
work in health and social care and in other key sectors outlined below. Many 
parents working in these sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at 
home. And every child who can be safely cared for at home should be.  
Government Advice – 19.3.20 

 
Those for whom childcare will be provided for at schools: 
 

1. Pupils with an EHCP 

2. Those supported by social care 

3. Key workers   
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Health and social care 

Frontline health and social care staff such as doctors, nurses, midwives, paramedics, 
as well as support and specialist staff in the health and social care sector. In addition 
it includes those working in supply chains  including producers and distributors of 
medicines and personal protective equipment 
 
Education and childcare 

Nursery, teaching staff and social workers 
Key public services 

Those required to run the justice system, religious staff, as well as those 
responsible for managing the deceased, and journalists providing public 
service broadcasting. 

Local and national government 
Administrative occupations essential to the effective delivery of the 

Covid-19 response or delivering essential public services, including payment of 
benefits. 

Food and other necessary goods 
Those involved in the production, processing, distribution, sale and 

delivery of food. 
Public safety and national security  

Police, support staff, Ministry of Defence civilian staff and armed forces 
personnel, fire and rescue staff, and those responsible for border security, 
prisons and probation. 

Transport 
Those who will keep air, water, road and rail passenger and freight 

transport modes operating during the Covid-19 response. 
Utilities, communication and financial services 

Staff required to keep oil, gas, electricity, water and sewerage 
operations running. Staff in the civil nuclear, chemical and 
telecommunications sectors. Those in postal services and those 
working to provide essential financial services. 

 
If you did not complete the survey and require childcare during this time please 
contact the school immediately 
 
Those children who are attending school during this time will undertake the work set 
out for those who are learning from home.  They should enter via the front entrance 
and ensure they have their PE kit in school every day.  As we will be visiting the 
forest/working outside wherever possible, children do not need to wear school 
uniform but should come appropriately dressed for the day.  They need to also bring a 
packed lunch unless they are entitled to Free School Meals.  We will ensure they 
observe the social distancing recommended by the government.  I shall send out 
information to confirm our arrangements for continuation of learning later today. 
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For the next week we shall accommodate these pupils at Moreton.  However, there 
may be plans for local schools to have a hub school where all the pupils will attend so 
that staff can work on a rota thus reducing the risk of spreading the virus. 
 
Finally, as the virus increases across the world and within the UK we want you to 
know that the safety and wellbeing of our children and staff is our number one priority. 
We care about each and every one of you and so we urge you to take every 
precaution you can to protect yourself: follow Public Health England advice and call 
NHS111 if you feel unwell. 
 
Take care and God bless. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mrs Nikki Batt 
Headteacher      
 
  
  
 


